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SOP #03-06
Adjacent Land Use - Application of Organic Fertilizers

Created: 8/9/07

Updated: 4/21/08 by Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:

To address contamination concerns from use of adjacent grounds or nearby farms for manure or municipal waste storage and treatment.

Concern:

Microbial contamination resulting from fecal matter caused by the application of organic fertilizer in adjacent land.

Contaminants Introduction:

Drift from organic fertilizer applications made in adjacent fields.

Preventative or Corrective Measures:

All employees shall pay attention to any application of organic fertilizers, or fertilizers containing manure or animal byproducts on adjacent land. Appropriate buffer zones shall be maintained when appropriate.

1. The use of untreated organic fertilizers is discouraged because of the risk they can represent for the crop.

2. If untreated manure has been applied, a period of no less than one year shall pass prior to planting. 

3. Organic fertilizers shall be composted prior to use.

4. Stage of growth of adjacent crops shall be considered prior to application of organic fertilizers.

5. Raw or composted manure shall be stored a minimum of 400 feet from any leafy green crop.

6. Equipment that makes contact with manure shall be cleaned with a high-pressure wash or similar method before use with produce.

