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Objective:

To address contamination concerns related to pesticide residue drifting from adjacent grounds.

Concern:

The drifting pesticide does not have a registration, tolerance or an action level associated with the commodity subjected to the drift or the drift results in a residue that exceeds the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s tolerance. 

Contaminants Introduction:

1. Pesticide drift coming from another crop.

2. Pesticide drift carried by the wind.

3. Pesticide drift coming from excessive pressure nozzle.

Preventative or Corrective Measures:

Sample of the commodity shall be taken prior to harvest and tested to confirm or refute the reported incidence. Crops containing non-registered pesticides or pesticide residues at excessive levels shall be destroyed. Monitoring for residues shall continue until levels have degraded to a non-detectable level. 

1. Suspected incidences of drift shall be reported to management. 

2. Adoption of Integrated Pest Management programs and crop management practices in relation to pesticide usage shall be implemented. 

3. Crops containing non-registered pesticides or pesticide residues at violate levels shall be destroyed.

4. Microbiologically and chemically contaminated crops will not be sold in the fresh market.  

5. Buffer zones shall be used when possible. 

6. All pesticide applications shall be applied while wind speeds are low enough to avoid drift. 

