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Pest Management - Animal Intrusion
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Objective:

To address the proper steps for minimizing animal intrusion into the crop.

Concern:

Animals, both wild and domestic, are potential sources of microbial contamination.

Contaminants Introduction:

1. Fecal matter and urine

2. Transportation of the fecal matter of other animals

3. Introduction of other harmful pathogens

Preventative or Corrective Measures:

1. Periodic monitoring of all the areas of the ranch shall be conducted

2. In addition to monitoring, pre-season, pre-harvest and harvest auditing shall be conducted

3. The foremen shall conduct a daily harvest assessment

4. If animal intrusion such as feces, urine, tracks, or other obvious signs are discovered, appropriate steps shall be taken:

· If urine or feces are found, it must be removed and placed into a disposable bag or other container to decrease the possibility of cross contamination. 

· Soil beneath the remnants must also be placed into the disposable bag or container to insure no residue remains along the surface.

· The container shall be disposed of properly.
5. Crop will be not be harvested within a minimum of 5 feet of the contaminated area

6. The area will be flagged

7. If tilling of ground is necessary, proper sanitation is required for the machine prior to continued use

8. Once the issue is addressed and remedial actions are taken, the supervisor or food safety specialists shall complete a remedial actions form to document the contamination and subsequent remediation.
