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Site Selection Prior to Purchasing or Leasing Ground
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Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:

To make sure the desired land is suitable for growing produce intended for human consumption before purchasing or leasing ground.

Concern:

Crop contamination resulting from growing in soils microbiologically or chemically infected.

Contaminants Introduction:

1. Land previously used for animals.

2. Land previously used for disposal of industrial chemicals, toxic waste, or human waste.

3. Land previously used for extraction of oil or natural gas.

Preventative or Corrective Measures:

1. Avoid the purchase of land previously used for any of the questionable practices above. 

2. Purchasing or leasing ground that has previously been used for similar farming practices would be ideal.

3. For land without a history of growing produce for human consumption, a title search should be conducted. Emphasis should be placed on identifying past owners or tenants that may have disposed of chemical or biological waste.
4. A title search should be conducted for land without history of growing produce for human consumption.
5. If a title search is not available, interviews of local residents, governmental officials, or others familiar with the land should be conducted. 

6. If past owners or tenants are suspected of any misuse of farm land, soil analyses for suspected contaminants should be conducted. 

