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SOP #07-01
Pest Management - Pesticide Usage 

Created: 12/7/07
 Updated: 6/15/09 by Mike Di Marco

Purpose:
The use of integrated pest control procedures is required where crop protection requires the use of agricultural chemicals; strict adherence to all local, state and federal laws and regulations is required.

Concern:
Only pesticides approved for use by federal, state and local approving agencies shall be used.  All usage shall abide by label dilution and usage requirements.

Preventative or corrective measures:
Implement effective programs to ensure crops are not exposed to illegal pesticides and do not contain pesticide residues which exceed legal tolerances. This shall include:
a) Adoption of Integrated Pest Management programs and evaluation of alternative crop management practices in relation to pesticide usage
b) Application of pesticides can only be completed by employees under the supervision of licensed or certified pest control operators meeting local regulatory requirements for registration, certification or licensing.
c) If contract pest control operators are used, the supplier or co-packer must be aware of the types and amounts of pesticides used and must accompany the pest control operator on the premises at least quarterly to confirm that label directions and proper practices are being followed.
d) Records of pesticide usage must be maintained.
e) Fields must be posted appropriately after application.
f) All unused product must be stored in its original container or an appropriate, clearly labeled container and sealed for storage. 
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