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SOP #04-01
Fertilizer Usage - Manure Based Soil Amendments

Created: 8/9/07
Updated: 4/21/08 by Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:
The purpose of this program is to ensure the choice of material used for maintaining soil organic matter levels, resultant soil aggregation, soil nutrient levels, plant vigor, yield and related properties addresses potential contamination concerns. 

Concern:
Crop contamination may result from microorganisms in animal waste that may be pathogenic.

Preventative or Corrective Measures:
Raw manure, or soil amendments containing manure or animal byproducts which are not properly composted or heat-treated by a validated system and tested for pathogenic contamination is not permitted to be used for crops.
1. The application of raw manures into the soil is strictly prohibited.
2. Composted manures should be applied 45 days before harvest.
3. All composted manures used must be accompanied by process validation records from the supplier.
4. If the Enclosed or Within-Vessel Composting method is used, the records must show:
a. The active compost maintained a minimum of 131 degrees F for three (3) days
b. A curing/aging period of at least 45 days was allowed before application to fields
5. If the Windrow Composting method is used, the records must show:
a. The active compost maintained aerobic conditions for a minimum of 131 degrees F for 15 days
b. Had a minimum of five (5) turnings
c. A curing/aging period of at least 45 days was allowed before application to fields
6. If the Aerated Static Pile Composting method is used, the records must show:
a. The active compost was covered with 6-12 inches of insulating materials
b. Maintained a minimum of 131 degrees F for three (3) days
c. A curing/aging period of at least 45 days before harvest
7. Appropriate testing for composted materials equal to or less than 5,000 cubic yards must be completed.
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