[image: image1.jpg]



SOP #03-03
Adjacent Land Use - Flooding
Created: 4/21/08
Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:

The purpose of this program is to prevent potential contamination issues with farms located on flood planes or subject to flooding.
Concern:

Flooded fields may be a source of contamination, E.Coli 0157:H7. 
Contaminants Introduction:

1. Flooding can introduce undesired bacteria into the soil and irrigation water
2. Flooding can also be a source of E.Coli 0157:H7
Preventative or Corrective Measures:

A field temporarily flooded due to irrigation practices is not considered flooded unless it has a high probability to contribute to microbial contamination. Flooding is defined as the flowing or overflowing of a field with water outside of a grower’s control that is reasonably likely to cause adulteration of the edible portions of fresh produce in the field. Suspected incidences of drift should be reported to management. 

1. Assess possible upstream or irrigation contamination sources. Sample and analyze flood or irrigation water for microbial or chemical contamination. 
2. Microbiologically and chemically contaminated crops shall not be sold in the fresh market. 
3. Flooded lots must wait 60 days past dry date before planting.
4. Additional “wait” time may be necessary depending on potential contaminants (such as fecal contamination) in the flood water.
5. The flooded area must include a 30-foot or greater buffer space from the highest point of flooding.
6. All actions shall be documented on the pre-harvest audit. Photos of the buffer zone shall be added to the audit from both before and after harvesting of the area. 

