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Objective:

To ensure that contamination concerns are addressed when adjacent grounds or nearby farms are used for animal husbandry or rendering (e.g. grazing, housing, feeding, slaughtering, etc.)

Concern:

Microbial contamination resulting from fecal matter, sick or dead animals (e.g. E. coil 0157-H7 in cattle or dairy cows, salmonella in fowl, etc.)

Contaminants Introduction:

1. Movements of animals from pasture, feed lot, etc. to adjacent growing area.

2. Ground sloping toward the crop contaminated by runoff resulting from rains or leaking settling ponds.

3. Movement of manure on adjacent growing areas. 

4. Application of manure on adjacent growing areas.
5. Contamination from decaying carcasses.

Preventative or Corrective Measures: 

Survey land adjacent to the ranch for animal husbandry and document findings.
1. Animal movement should be restricted with proper fencing or other physical barriers.
2. Leaking waste or rain-induced runoff of waste should be diverted by trenching or other similar methods.
3. Manure should not be stored in adjacent fields.
4. Planting should be situated at a minimum of 400 feet from any manure pile.
5. Animal intrusion should be closely monitored and excluded to a reasonable extent. In the event of a dead animal in the field, a perimeter of no less than five feet shall be made as a “no harvest” zone if the area has already been prepared for planting or if the growing cycle has already started.
6. This shall be surveyed prior to planting, 1-7 days prior to harvesting and on the morning of harvesting as well as continuously throughout the growing season.
7. Documentation shall include the pre-season audit, pre-harvest audit, and the harvest audit.

