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SOP #05-08
Field Sanitation - Surface Water Maintenance

Created: 4/21/08
Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Purpose:
To insure the integrity of the water supply coming from surface water, such as a canal.

Policy:
A sanitary survey of the water system and also the condition of the area around it shall be completed no less than once per season during a pre-planting inspection. Each water system shall be inspected for proper operating conditions. This should be done no less than seasonally to insure the integrity and security of the water to prevent contamination.

Program:
The following issues and recommendations shall be addressed and inspected when performing a sanitary survey on surface water sources. All corrective actions shall be documented appropriately. 
1. Animal intrusion 
a. Look for evidence of animals
b. Remove animal debris
2. Contaminating waters
a. Look for dirty/contaminated water that may be draining into the canal.
b. Redirect contaminating water with diversion dikes, gradients, inlet/outlet control structures, etc
3. Surrounding vegetation
a. Trees, brushes and tall weeds along canal banks may attract wild animals, rodents or fowl.
b. Keep tree branches trimmed away from canal waters.
c. Remove tall weeds and brush away from canal banks.
d. Management of canal banks should incorporate vegetation that is easy to maintain and supports water quality.
4. Cleanliness
a. Look for trash and debris accumulation
b. Remove and dispose of items away from water
5. Management of microbial contamination in flowing water is difficult. If the water source is not from a managed irrigation district, disinfection is not an option. If the water source is from a managed irrigation district, contact the irrigation district manager.

image1.jpeg




